
Siblings in Christ , 
 
In our last letter, we reflected on how rhythms of exile and return, diaspora and homecoming, have always 
been a part of Christian life. And that’s true. 
 
It’s also true, though, that the Covid-19 pandemic has been a season of separation like no other we’ve ever 
known. As we look ahead to  Salem’s next chapter, we may never appreciate the power of gathering together 
in person more than we do today. 
 
The beauty of worship — gathering together in the midst of a world full of distance. The wonder of music — 
singing together in the midst of a world full of silence and loneliness. The sweetness of sacraments — 
celebrating together the waters of baptism and the nourishment of Communion in the midst of a world full of 
dust and hunger. And the joy of service — working together in the midst of a world full of broken systems 
and broken hearts. 
 
In short, if the world is full of exile, Salem is a community of return. A place to come home to, again and 
again. A congregation in which we can tangibly experience God’s ancient promise to “bring you back to this 
place,” and “give you a future with hope.” 
 
And here’s one more thing that’s true: even when this pandemic is a distant memory, the world will still be 
full of need. Still longing for home, for community, for reunion, for return. 
 
That’s why we’re here. That’s who we are: a waystation of hope along life’s way. It’s the same reason God 
chose to be born with us as Jesus of Nazareth, to help us build bridges of connection and companionship — 
so that everyone might experience a homecoming to God’s new world of joy, justice, and love. 
 
So keep praying and giving thanks for all the ways our faith, our prayers, our worship, our music, our 
sacraments, our building, our school, our service, and our lives help bridge the gaps that divide creation. And 
we’ll see you for Giving Sunday on November 21st for a grand celebration of God’s gift of A Future With 
Hope. 
 
Please complete your electronic pledge card before November 21st. 
 
Faithfully, 
 
 

Pastor Amie Odahl  Lauren Kaye   Ali Smyser 
    Council President  Generosity Chair 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc5pdAdFHwchOdlWahIShEPkr_rB8b_Q_wP3zmIYprUb5nQag/viewform?usp=pp_url

